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22nd District 

Executive Committee Meeting 

June 28, 2026 

22nd District Executive Committee Meeting Minutes June 28, 2026 

The 22nd District Executive Committee Meeting convened on June 28, 
2026, at American Legion Post 164 in Katy, TX.   

Prior to the start of the District Executive Committee Meeting Harry 
Woodstrom conducted training on “Who makes the Decision”. 

District Commander Jim McGuire called the meeting to order at 3 p.m. 

Opening Ceremonies were conducted in due form. 

Roll Call of Officers and Posts 

All current District Officers except the Judge Advocate (excused) were in 
attendance. The district still has vacancies for a Service Officer and Public 
Relations Officer and several committee chairs.  All posts except 416 & 521 
(absent) and Post 596 (excused) were represented. There was a quorum. 

Officer Reports: 

Finance Officer Lynn Sparks read the District Finance Report (ATTCH1). 
Motion by Lynn to accept the report, second by J. T. Thomas. Motion 
accepted. 

Chaplain J.T. Thomas. I along with other District Officers attended the 
funeral of Past District and Division Commander Dan King’s wife, Diana 
King, a past District, Division and State President, this morning. I also 
penned and presented a sympathy card to Dan on behalf of the district. I 
am requesting that all incoming Post Commanders contact me with their 
contact information, along with the same for their Post Chaplains. 

Historian Hector Hernandez.  He gave a verbal report on his recent 
activities to include a brief overview of the history of Post 428 in LaPorte 
and Post 319 in Deer Park. 
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Sergeant-At-Arms Rene Sanchez said there were twenty-eight members 
and our incoming Department Vice Commander, 2nd Division Ms. Cheryl 
Williams, in attendance. (ATTCH 2) 

Commander Jim McGuire provided information on district highlights this 
year including our improvement in membership.  We had a good year but 
have room for improvement going forward. (ATTCH’s 3 & 4) 

Post Reports: 

Post 52- Post achieved 100% membership.  This past Memorial Day, our 
post participated in Soldiers Rest service at Forest Park Lawndale 
Cemetery and Placed and 
returned flags at the Houston National Cemetery.  We’ve elected a new 
Post Commander, Benjamin Black, at our last post meeting.   Our next 
meeting is scheduled for Saturday August 1, at l p.m.  We look forward to a 
new year with increased visibility in the community and peers. 
  
Post 77- Post Commander Hector Hernandez gave a verbal report on Post 
activities. 

Post 164- Post Commander Dennis Wells gave a verbal report on Post 
activities 

Post 319- Post Commander J. T. Thomas gave a verbal report on Post 
activities 

Post 391 – Post Commander Greg Gonzalez gave a verbal report on Post 
activities 

Post 416 – Absent 

Post 472 – Post Commander Juan DeLeon gave a verbal report on Post 
activities 

Post 490 – Post Commander Rene Sanchez gave a verbal report on Post 
activities 

Post 521 – Absent 

Post 596 – Excused – No Report 
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Post 654 – Post Commander Hector Giron gave a verbal report of Post 
Activities 

Committee Reports by Chairs that were at the meeting: 

ALR – No report.  Chair absent. 

School Awards – Chairman excused. No report 

Baseball – J.T. Thomas reported: Yesterday morning, members of the 
22nd District, along with other members of the 2nd Division gathered in 
Pasadena for the 2nd Division American Legion Baseball Tournament. The 
tournament was between teams sponsored by Post 319, 22nd District and 
Post 586, 8th District. The tournament was the best of three, and Post 586 
won the two games played on Saturday. 

I have been communicating with several key personnel in the 22nd District 
involved in high school baseball and feel that if Posts are so inclined, we 
could have 4 teams sponsored within our district for next year’s District 
tournament. If you have any interest in sponsoring a team, please contact 
me and I will walk you through the initial steps and I will be helping the 
incoming District Baseball Chair. I will caution you that the cost to us this 
year was roughly $2,000.00, but through the support of other Posts and our 
Squadron, we were able to take care of everything. 

Concerning yesterday’s tournament, I would like to thank Commander 
McGuire for helping operate the scoreboard, incoming Commander 
Hernandez for taking pictures and all the other Legionnaires that attended 
and supported the program. 

Boys State; Oratorical; Webmaster  Harry Woodstrom – (ATTCH 5) 

Community Service – Chair Sherry Thomas gave verbal report from 
community actions she had received from various posts.  

Hubmaster  Robert Crutchfield – No Report 

Junior Shooting – Chair Jim McGuire reported at the current time Post 164 
is the only Post running this program. They are currently between classes. 
They will be conducting some practices for some of their prior students 
after the fireworks season has been completed. The next class will be in 
the fall after Labor Day Holiday. 
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Legislative – Chair Rene Sanchez provided the following:  

From WEEKLY GRASSROOTS NEWSLETTER 

PTSD Awareness Day was just observed this Saturday, June 27th, as well as the fact 
that all of June has served as PTSD Awareness Month. If you or someone you know is 
struggling, resources are available. For immediate assistance, contact the Veterans 
Crisis Line by dialing 988 and pressing 1. 

HOUSING BILL COULD HELP MORE VETERANS USE VA HOME LOANS 

The Senate passed the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act – a bill aimed at helping 
veterans better understand and use VA-backed home loan benefits. The bill would 
require clearer VA loan information during the mortgage process and make it easier 
to compare VA, FHA and conventional loan options. It would also exclude veterans’ 
disability benefits from certain income calculations for homelessness assistance 
programs. 

The bill now moves to the House of Representatives for consideration. 

VA ANNOUNCES RECORD $4.8B FACILITY UPGRADE PLAN 

The Department of Veterans Affairs plans to invest $4.8 billion in fiscal year 2026 to 
modernize and repair VA health care facilities nationwide, the largest single-year 
infrastructure investment in VA history. Many of those facilities were built during or 
shortly after World War II The funding is also aimed at improving upgrades to VA’s 
electronic health record modernization effort. Intended to make care more reliable 
and better connected across VA. 

National Security – Chair J.T. Thomas gave the body an update on the 
Iranian War 

POW/MIA – Chair Hernadez gave a verbal report. 

S. A. L.  Advisor – Chair Jimmy Mitchell sent in the following: He met with 
the District SAL Commander and the Officers at the 22nd District 
Convention. He was briefed on the future plans to grow the Squadrons. He 
observed the election of the District Officers for the incoming year. The 
Commander provided him with the current membership status and a 
printed copy of Squadron’s percentage of goal. 
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Scouting – Chairman J.T. Thomas informed the body that Posts 164 and 
319 are sponsoring Scouting programs and are involved with Eagle Scout 
projects. 

School Awards – No Report.  Chair Jimmy Mitchell excused. 

Unfinished Business –  

Adjutant Sparks briefed the body on the questions concerning Post 521.   
He was asked, along with our 22nd District Judge Advocate Jimmy Mitchell, 
by the 22nd District Commander Jim McGuire to respond to questions the 
district received from Post 521 members concerning the election process of 
Post officers at Post 521. Adjutant Sparks met with the current Post 521 
Commander Gordon Reed and asked him to explain the post’s election 
process.  Reed explained the process and provided Sparks with copies of 
the ballots used for the election and the meeting sign-in roster.  According 
to Adjutant Sparks there appeared to be irregularities on the ballots, 
therefore Adjutant Sparks sent the ballots and sign-in roster to the 
Department Judge Advocate Doug Wallace asking for his advice and 
recommendations.   Judge Advocate Wallace agreed that there appeared 
to be some irregularities in the ballots but basically stated that the 
Department cannot direct a new election, but that decision is up to the post.  
Based on the Judge’s input, Sparks discussed the situation with the District 
Commander Jim McGuire and Post 521’s leadership.  Attached is a copy of 
actions taken following receipt of the Department Judge’s 
recommendations, including Mitchell and Sparks visit to the Post 521 
meeting on June 25, 2026.  (ATTCH 6) 

During the last 22nd District Convention several officer and committee chair 
positions were not filled.    If individuals are interested in stepping up to an 
open position, please contact the District Commander Hector Hernandez or 
the District Adjutant Butch Sparks. 

New Business 

There was discussion on future locations for District Executive Committee 
Meetings and the following was submitted: 

August 9, 2026 – Post 654 Commander Hector Giron stated his post would 
be available. 
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October 11, 2026 – Post 52 Commander Black said his post would 
volunteer to host the DEC if a meeting place could be located. 

December 13, 2026 – Post 654 Commander Giron stated his post would be 
available. 

February 7, 2027 – Post 472 Commander DeLeon said his post would be 
available. 

April 11, 2027 -Spring Convention - Commander Hernandez to work 
location. 

June 13, 2027– Post 164 Commander Wells said his post would be 
available. 

Sandy Krum, 22nd District Vice Commander, moved to accept these 
locations and dates, seconded by J.T. Thomas.  Motion carried. 

Commander Elect Hernandez stated that visits to Posts will continue. 

Good of The Legion: 

Incoming Department Vice Commander Williams addressed the body and 
asked for everyone’s support this coming year. 

Incoming District officers will be sworn in at the Department Convention if 
they are in attendance.   Others will be sworn in at the August District 
Executive Committee meeting. 

There was discussion of holding another Legion College in the fall this year.  
One location was Post 472.  Another location that was presented was a 
Houston Community College campus.   Further discussion will be held in 
the following months. 

Closing Ceremonies were held in due form.  The meeting was adjourned at 
16:29 hours. 

 

Butch Sparks 

22nd District Adjutant 

Enclosures 

 




















	22nd DEC Minutes June 28, 2026
	ATTCH 1 Finance
	ATTCH 2 
	ATTCH 3 June 28, 2026
	ATTCH 4 28 June 26
	ATTCH 5 June 28, 26
	ATTCH 6 June 28, 26

